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a4 Gorgeous Solar-Powered Blue Empire Cottage
'L “w Filters Equatorial Light in Kenya
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We raveled {0 the house by boat and were surprised to find it concealed from the shoreline, hidde
astis by a large acacia tree leftintact by the designer. This complete adoration of nature is evident
in all aspects of the Blus Empire cottage's design round an indoor garden planted with
local species, the teak panels feature geometric cutouts that allows natural lightto trickle in

Naturallight in the equatorial beltis warmer, rounder almost softer than in other pars of the
world,” Modola told Inhabitat in an email, “and this was something | wantedto explore through
different iters within the structure.”

Capped with a traditional makuti roof built by local craftsmen and buttressed with driftwood
discoveredin the roots ofthe many mangroves found in this region of Kenya, and we were
surprisedto see coral incorporated into the 280 square meter dwelling

“The coral used is allfossilised and sourced from various inland quarries in the region,” said
Modola, who added that “the bathrooms of Blus empire have  very ropical influence and the use of
coral gives reference to a feeling of calm serenity which is important in a bathroom.”

Wany of the workers who constructed the home originate from the local area, according to the.
designer. “In particular Hlohamed Juma and a select few Lamu craftsmen produced all ofthe
traditional plasterwork seen in the bathrooms.

Albeit out of reach for many of our readers, this delightiul home reflects a deep-seated love for both
Affica and the natural world — two sentiments that we wholeheartedly share.
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